The genetic background of craniosynostosis syndromes.
Craniosynostosis syndromes are developmental disorders that cause an abnormal shape of the skull due to the premature fusion of cranial sutures. Enormous progress has been made recently in understanding the genetic background of these disorders and a classification of syndromes on a genetic basis is beginning to emerge. Members of at least three gene families that play an important role in vertebrate development are associated with different craniosynostosis syndromes. Here we review the genetic aspects of this fast-moving field.